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Please attend the Club’s AGM to be held on

SUNDAY 2 DECEMBER
At 14:00 followed by the Club prize giving and refreshments

Commodore’s Comments
Another season, my first as Commodore, is drawing to an end, and as I sit at my computer thinking of
what to write about, I realise what a busy and eventful one it has been.
Paul Irons, our tireless Rear Commodore Sailing, seems to squeeze ever more events and races into the year.
The Lasers, Optimists and Solos continue to turn out in numbers, but it is great to see the National 12’s and
Toppers having such resurgence. Team racing also seems to be on an upward curve again.
This year has seen many changes. We have welcomed a new Administrator and a new Senior Instructor. Paul
and Tricia Harper have transformed the catering, making Wednesday evening racing even more popular and as
ever Tiggy Ansell and her loyal acolytes run the Wednesday pursuit race in their unique but highly successful
way.
The year has seen a steady upgrading of the Club’s safety boats. Chris and Helen Burleigh have refurbished the

start boat and the finish boat is now ship shape again thanks to army surplus and John Noble. There are six almost new Fireflies and
two new Toppers.
The year has also seen the start of the On Board scheme. This is a RYA backed initiative to get children from non-sailing families into
the sport and we hope that it will be a great success.
The Club’s Opens went off very well, culminating on 10 November with the Laser Open. This event is also the final one of the Laser
Grand Prix, so guaranteeing a big fleet and competitive racing. A new event this year was the Access Open staged on 15 August in
unseasonably brisk winds. It was an inspiring sight to see so many disabled sailors enjoying the challenging conditions. We hope that it
will become a regular event at the Club.
Our travellers have been busy. The Oppy sailors who went to the National Championship won the Flotilla prize for medium clubs, which
is a great achievement. Steve Tylecote, a well known “old boy” of the Club, won the ultimate dinghy-racing accolade by taking the
Endeavour Trophy for the Firefly fleet, making him truly Champion of Champions.
This year the Club racing season has been extended to 16 December. Don’t forget that there is also the New Years Day race, which
will be followed by mulled wine and mince pies for those who turn out.
Before that we have the AGM on 2 December and I hope that there will be a good turnout for this important event that allows you to tell
us on the Main Committee what you want for the Club. Please do come and support your Club. There will be a free tea afterwards to
encourage you!
Do get out on the water, enjoy the rest of the season and start preparing for the 2008 season. It will be the Club’s 50th anniversary year
and we hope a very special one. Watch out for further news on this in the coming months. Hywel Morris

Major events for winter
15 December Topper Icicle Open

1 January New Years Day race
19 January Optimist Open Training
20 January Spinnaker Freezer
2/3 February Ladies Team Racing Nationals
23 February Optimist Open Training
24 February Sunday Series 1 starts
See page 3 and programme for more details
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Editor’s Comments
As I hasten to wrap up this issue in advance of the AGM, I think of those hurried few minutes before races.
Some sailors have the uncanny knack of being able to arrive after the start sequence has already begun and still be first off the line!
That is a great feat of personal organisation. It is so easy to forget something before launching: gloves, drink, buoyancy, the rudder
even. This CentreBoard deadline has suddenly loomed on me, and I have the feeling that I will forget something: somebody’s picture, a
personal mention, a date or two. So, advance apologies to the eagle-eyed.
The editions in 2007 totalled well over 25,000 words, about 40 megabytes of news and information. All this is available to view on-line,
possibly after a slight delay this time. There is lively debate going on about whether to head towards ultimately publishing only online.
Before making such a move, the Club would appreciate members’ thoughts. The Spinnaker Club survey, which you will receive with
your membership renewal in the New Year, contains a question specifically about this. ‘Communication is a 2-way thing’
Please help the Club by giving your feedback about this and any other aspect of the Club’s communication to members. Ed.

Major events for winter
Topper Icicle Open Saturday, 15 December 2007 11:00. 3 races. Open to all Toppers.
New Years Day Race Tuesday, 1 January 12:00. Volunteers required to run it - please!
Optimist Open training Saturday, 19 January - Open to any Oppies. Apply via IOCA.
Spinnaker Freezer Sunday, 20 January - Open team racing event. Apply via UKTRA.
RYA Ladies Team Racing 2/3 February - Open to any(female)one. Apply via RYA/UKTRA.
Championship
Optimist Open training Saturday, 23 February - Open to any Oppies. Apply via IOCA.
Sunday Series starts Spinnaker Club Series 1 Races 1, 2 and 3 - Sunday, 24 February from

11:00 am. Weekly thereafter.

Optimist Europeans
In July, Tarra was battling away at the Europeans.

He travelled with the GBR team and had three days of training and a two-day pre-regatta event.
Following an opening ceremony where all the teams from around Europe paraded through town, the event was sailed over five days.
Two days were lost to winds in excess of 40 knots. The six races that counted were sailed in 20-30 knot winds over very long courses,
in temperatures of 30-38°C. Tarra posted a respectable 74th out of 150.
His family attended and supported the event from their superb hotel, its pool and beach. Despite their father finding two American boys
in Izzy’s and Maya’s room one night, a fantastic time was had by all. Ravi Gill

Summer Fair 2008
2008 is Spinnaker Clubs’ 50th year. To celebrate this important event we are planning some exciting events.
One will be a social event probably on Saturday, 12 July following on from the Honda RIB event that is mentioned elsewhere.
Another is a bigger, better and more exciting Summer Fair on the same weekend on Sunday, 13 July.
If you have any ideas or want to help please get in touch with Caroline Morris on 01425 656250 or email Caroline Morris
It should be a great weekend so keep it clear. Caroline Morris

Avril must step back
Avril (GBR362) has decided to retire from ‘serious’ competitive windsurfing at the grand old
age of 15.
This was a difficult decision, but to give Avril similar training and time on the water that her three GBR
peers have would mean buying a motor home and moving house to be close to good facilities, maybe
Weymouth.
This was too high a price to pay. However, we have got some great memories, including training at
Cadiz in February where Avril was the 2nd under-17 girl in the junior European Championships (see
photo) and it has given Avril a lot of self-confidence to take away. Craig Gibbons
CentreBoard has been following the progress of Avril and Ian Gibbons since Alleyn Copestake first
helped the two youngsters learn to sail not so many years ago. Avril, in particular, has seen astonishing
success in her chosen discipline in such a short time. Her Dad’s announcement will undoubtedly strike a
chord with the many Club families, which include talented young sailors facing difficult choices of course
for the future. On behalf of all at Spinnaker Club, very well done and good luck Avril! Ed



C e n t r e B o a r d
The Newsletter of Spinnaker Club, Ringwood

November 2007

On-line Weather
Station at www.spinnakerclub.co.uk 4

Office info for all members

Duties
I am regularly getting phone calls or emails last minute informing me that you are unable to do your duty.
This does cause several issues, namely the fact that I do not always get the message in time to do anything about it, which can cause
problems on the day of the duty if we do not have enough cover.
When you receive your letter informing you of your duty (the date is taken from one of the dates that you had already agreed to do),
please put it in your diary. If however, you find that you can no longer do this date, it is your responsibility to ring around the other
members who also have the same duty as you but on another day and see if you can swap with someone (a copy of the duty rota
should accompany your letter). Please always let me know whom you have swapped with. I will always try to call you 1-2 weeks in
advance of your duty to remind you of it. Please note that this is a REMINDER and I am not suddenly asking you to do something you
have not already had plenty of notice to do.
Please remember that if you do not do your duties, the Club cannot function properly and ultimately it is you
the Club members who suffer. SRJ

Abandoned boats
So far this year we have sold 3 abandoned boats.
There are many reasons why this would happen, mainly we do not know who the boat belongs to and it is not
in its correct spot, therefore we assume it is an abandoned boat.
These are boats that have been served with a Notice of Disposal (see fig 1). This is a 2 month period in
which the owner has to notify us regarding their boat. If we have not heard from the owner, the boat will be
put up for sale and sold to the highest bidder (see fig 2). The money from the sale goes towards paying for
the boat’s storage and administration costs – often the owner of the boat would end up owing us money!!

So please, to help the Club avoid having to sell your unmarked/abandoned boats, keep them labelled. SRJ

Boat park
There are still numerous boats without a valid 2007 sticker on them.
You may think with only a few weeks left of 2007 that it is now not worth putting a sticker on your boat –
however, it does make life a lot easier in identifying who’s boat is who’s, and to check if the boat is in the
correct space. Boat stickers should be displayed in a visible place either on the mast or transom (not under
the boat cover!). SRJ

Label your trailer
If your trailer is NOT labelled it may be moved and even sold.
Please note that road trailers, which do not fit in your boat space, should NOT be on site. SRJ

Going green!
We are hoping to email out future editions of Centreboard – thus saving your club quite a lot on printing and postage
costs, plus it saving the odd tree or two.
Please ensure we have your up-to-date email address so that we can send you the link to the Centreboard which can also be found on
our website. You will of course also be able to print out a copy at home for the rest of the family to read if needs be.
If however, you would still like to receive a copy in the post, please call or email the office and let me know. There will also be a few
copies, which can be collected from the club house. SRJ

2008 Summer Fair
On a lighter note, next year is the Club’s 50th anniversary.
We are hoping to put on a summer fair to remember. If you have any ideas or anything you would
like to see at the Summer Fair please contact me at the office or Caroline Morris on 01425 656250.
SRJ

Final point
Please remember that this is your club and we are always happy to receive any comments, suggestions about ways in which we can
improve things. Perhaps someone can even think of a way to get people to put their boat stickers on!! SRJ
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Sarah says…
The good bits
Meeting the members. It’s really nice to be able to put a face to the name, and everyone I have met so far has
been really friendly.
The location. To be honest, even on the wettest of days, there couldn’t be a better place to work. The view
from my office is great and makes even the dullest of tasks (stuffing 400 envelopes) bearable!
I also work with quite a nice bunch of people. Graham is great with putting up with my son Harvey when he
comes to work with me, despite having to navigate past all the toys on the floor! Plus John and Amanda keep
the cups of tea coming!

The not so good bits
Members who do not put their boat stickers on their boats – or in a place I can’t see easily. With over 500 boats in the boat park to
check it takes me twice as long if I have to rummage around to find a boat sticker somewhere under a cover!
Having to chase members for money – one member has taken me 3 letters, and 8 phone calls to get their renewal fee, each time
saying they would send a cheque but nothing arriving in the post – very frustrating when other members pay immediately.

Plans for the future
2008 is the club’s 50th Anniversary and I am very proud to be associated with a club that has been going strong for so long. It should
be a very exciting time and we hope to be able to put on a summer fair and anniversary party to remember. Sarah Revers-Jackson

Graham says…
After what has been at times a hectic first 5 months at the Club, a few thoughts about what it’s been like.

The good bits
Meeting so many people. Although it made it hard to do a lot of work in the first few weeks, it’s been great to
meet so many people at the Club who are all so enthusiastic and passionate about not just their own sailing
but also the well known handful who give up so much of their time to keep the Club ticking over and organise
the many open events, training days and other activities, particularly those for the youngsters.
Doing what I want. To a great extent, the two committees have left me to get on with my job and try out new
ideas without having to go begging to them every time I want to do something. This makes my job a lot easier.

Having worked in other clubs, I know how easy it can be to get bogged down by committees and the time it can take to get decisions
made and actioned.
My instructors. It’s great to work with a group of instructors who are all enthusiastic about what they teach and actually get out there
and sail in their own time. It’s so easy, particularly in commercial centres, to spend all your time teaching sailing and other activities,
which you enjoy and then never get out and do them in your own time, partly because it feels like a bit of a busman’s holiday. You don’t
see many plumbers going round fixing pipes and leaks for fun in their own time and I know so many sailing instructors who never
actually go sailing. Good work guys.

The not so good bits
People who book lessons and don’t turn up. There’s nothing more annoying than giving up my Sunday afternoon to come to the Club
and teach somebody only for them not to turn up. It’s not just the hour or two for the lesson and another hour or so travelling it costs
me, but also the irritation of having to sit in the mass exodus of Bournemouth along the A31 on a Sunday afternoon. Also, if I’ve got
another instructor in for the lesson, the Club still has to pay them for their time.
People who break or borrow things without telling anybody. Almost as annoying as having nobody to teach, is the embarrassment of
having somebody to teach and then finding the boat or bit of equipment you want to use is either not there or has been broken or
mistreated by the last person who used it and hasn’t bothered to tell anybody. I get more annoyed when people do this and don’t say
anything, than I would be if they put their hands up and admitted to it. More often than not, I find out anyway who the guilty party is from
somebody else, so you don’t get away unknown.

Things to work on
Sort out a way of taking card payments from people. This would make life a lot easier, both for me and for Sarah when taking money
from people at the Club for lessons, membership, boat spaces, etc., but also when dealing with people on the phone for unpaid fees or
taking lesson bookings rather than the promise of “I’ll put a cheque in the post tomorrow”.
Some of you may already have seen the changes I’ve started to make to the workshop/sail store. The intention is to swap the two
rooms around, giving us more space to work on Club boats and also create somewhere that can be used for teaching at weekends
away from the constant traffic of people and background noise in the clubhouse at busy times.
Replacing the two old GP14’s with some modern boats for teaching 2 or 3 adults and also to be available for members to take the
family out in. Current thoughts are either the RS Vision or Laser Bahia.
Develop a wider range of courses for next year over evenings, weekends and through the holidays. Graham Stones




