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Please remember the Club’s AGM is taking place on

SUNDAY 3 DECEMBER
At 15:00 followed by the Club prize giving and refreshments

Features in this issue
7 Lasers
8 Sailability special

10 Toppers
12 Solo 50th
15 Water level

Commodore’s Comments
December brings us the Club’s AGM, when I will have completed my 3 years as Commodore. So these
are my last comments for CentreBoard as Commodore and we look forward to Hywel Morris being voted
in at the AGM as your new Commodore.
The hectic summer activities are now also behind us as the dark evenings put a stop to both Wednesday evening
races, and Sunday racing has now gone into winter mode with just two races, back to back, being run through to
mid December. The sailing programme though, continues with activities throughout all but two weeks of the winter
calendar, and Sunday Club racing commences mid February.

Team Racing at Spinnaker seems to be going into a new phase with the youth and juniors now getting their act together and achieving
success on the circuit. They have a hard act to follow with Spinnaker’s Team Racing world reputation, but with their keen enthusiasm
we may yet have another generation of stars.
I have now had a full season in my new Solo and am just about getting the hang of its new trim requirements though may never beat
the hotshots we now have in our Solo fleet. Having lent my boat to Jamie Lee to do the Solo Nationals he gave my boat the honour of
winning this, and the Champion of Champions Race, I feel I should be doing better. I put it down to my age!
Over the last year we have had little capital expenditure, just the purchase of a Wayfarer for James Burnell to use for instruction, and
have consolidated our financial position following the high capital expenditure of previous years.
Our major expenditure this year was, and hopefully you will have noticed, the felling of the tall fir trees down Ivy Lane. Whether the
wind shadow has been removed is still a matter of debate as the week after the trees were felled we had a westerly wind and though
the wind shadow had dissipated to a certain extent, it would have been ideal for the Race Officer if the shadow had totally disappeared.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the committee members, both Main and Sailing, who have put in so much time and
energy into moving the Club forward into the RYA Champion Club status that we now enjoy, maintaining the RYA standards, and yet
keeping the Club as ‘the friendly family sailing Club in the New Forest’. It is a difficult balancing act to keep all members of the Club
happy, but I believe we have now achieved this with happy cruising members, club racers, and stars on the National and International
circuits.
If I may, I would like to single out specific committee members to whom I have only admiration and many thanks for their input.
Ian Campbell for his guidance and drive as Past Commodore.
David Steele for his precise and indefatigable energy in controlling us all and keeping us all on track within the Club’s Constitution and
Bylaws.
Paul Irons who has provided us with a very full programme of sailing activities and always been on hand to ensure their successes.
Hywel Morris who was always there to support and stand in at a moment’s notice.
Of course we all go to Brenda Jackson if we wish to know anything about the Club, and to Brenda I must say a heartfelt thank you for
all her help over my 3 years as Commodore.
As for James Burnell, well he has been pulled from boat repairs to sailing Instructor, and back again by all members, and I admire his
ability meet the demands of maintaining all our 40 Club boats and still find time to teach with a smile.
Finally I would like to wish the Club and members many successes in the future, and remind everyone that the Club is run and
managed by volunteers. In moving forward the Committees are always seeking ways to improve your Club. Please support your Club
by attending the AGM, and if you would like to help please speak to any Committee member. Brian Watkins

Major events for winter
3 December Spinnaker Club AGM
3 December Prize giving

16 December Topper Icicle Open
1 January New Year’s Day Race
3 February Ladies Team Racing

10 February Wessex Winter Warmer
17 February UKTRA Qualifier
See programme for more details
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Lake Garda
The picture is of the Fraglia Vela Malcesine, venue for the 2006 Topper World Championships on Lake Garda.

The clubhouse is under the green mounds, middle left, which look a bit like bunkers. The Yacht Club
marina is visible in the foreground.
The picture was taken at about 08:00 am looking south west from our campsite in an olive grove,
among the most northerly commercial olive growing areas in the world, due to the very mild micro-
climate around the lake. Just off the picture, to the right, on the far bank, lies the town of Limone,
famous for its lemon groves.
The sailing area was just off the club in the bit of lake to the right of the picture.

Riva del Garda and Torbole (host to many Oppy events, and the following week, the Solo Nations Cup) are off to the right. Brenzone,
host to the Feva Worlds, also the following week is about 10km to the south on the same side as Malcesine.
Verona is about 50km away to the south and Venice another 100km away to the southeast. Milan is about 150km to the south west of
here.
A few interesting facts about the weather and water in and around Garda:
The lake is 5m deep at the south end and over 350m deep at the northern end.
It is very wide and open at the south end with fairly flat surrounding countryside which quickly becomes hilly and then mountainous as
you progress North, where the lake narrows to a few hundred meters and is enclosed by almost sheer cliffs, several hundred meters
high, just beyond Malcesine.
The result of all this is that the wind flows southwards during the night and early mornings, with cool, colder air sinking down from the
mountains into the valley where the lake lies. By midday, the mountains have warmed up, drawing warm air northwards again, into the
narrow northern end of the lake, where the effect of the mountains and cliffs funnels the wind into a strong force 4-5 breeze by mid
afternoon, persisting into the evening.
Another interesting feature of the lake is the current, which is experienced, particularly around the
middle sections of the lake. Cold water flowing into the lake from the mountain streams to the north
sinks to the bottom of the lake into the deep water, and flows south. Upon reaching the southern,
shallow end of the lake, it warms up quickly, surfaces, and is then pushed, northwards partly by the
wind, and partly by the counter-flow to the colder, deeper water below, creating quite a strong
northerly current on the surface around Malcesine. Quite surprising and unexpected on a lake.
Lake Garda is a wonderful and spectacular place to visit, whether to sail or just as a tourist. So if
you get the chance, don't pass it up - it will be well worth it.
The 2006 Spinnaker Club Topper Worlds team comprised:
The Benbow's, Butterfield's, Gill-Taylor's, Irons's, Quicke's and Wallis's (In various combinations) Paul Irons

A born-again sailor
A sunny day in July turned me from reluctant sailor into crew for my brother at the
National 12 Nationals!

After a lengthy break I came sailing with my dad at Spinnaker and immediately Felix realised that the
answer to his lack of crew problems was right under his nose. We only managed to sail together 3 or 4
times before Burton Week, so the practice race at Porthpean was much needed!
Our best result of the week was a very satisfying 19th, which was due to our good tactics and a huge
mistake by the rest of the fleet!
Our brother/sister team worked surprisingly well, although there was the occasional time when “…but I AM
******* hiking” could be heard across the water. The last time we had sailed together was in our Oppy on a very scary Solent. Felix was

much shorter than me then and I remember not being able to see over the waves.
All things considered I think we did very well, ending the week overall winning the much-
contested Admiral’s Cup and the Beeston Goblet. We were also lucky enough to bag a host of
goodies including a Snipe Combi trailer for Baggy – not that we have seen it yet…
The Newall-Smith/Baggy Aardvark team subsequently raced in more events in the N12 Gill
Series, winning the Admiral’s Cup once again at Star Cross. May our success continue!
The N12 bunch is friendly and welcoming. They certainly know how to run events both on and off
the water. Organising the evening tour of the St Austell Brewery was certainly my favourite at the
Nationals. Lottie Newall-Smith
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Editor’s comments
It certainly has been a while since the last CentreBoard. Much has been happening at Spinnaker and beyond since then.
This issue continues to celebrate some of the major dinghy birthdays in 2006. As far as racing is concerned, when racing might have
seemed a little quiet on the occasional Sunday, you could be certain that Spinnaker sailors were busily succeeding in often far-flung
competitions, from Olympic standard down to more modest standards.
The growth in our Club’s day-to-day activities is stunning. So much so that our bosun/instructor must often find it hard to know which
way to turn! This newsletter focuses on one group that probably makes use of the Club’s facilities more than most: Sailability.
A lack of space and ultimately a constraint of time have led to some obvious omissions in this issue. For instance our young Optimist
sailors and their diligent shore crews are likely to have seen more action and fun than in any other season. More Oppy news anon. Ed.

Cover picture
It is said that 49er sailors quit practising when it is blowing F4+ and go windsurfing.
This doesn’t seem to apply to Solo sailors. We think this one had just been for a
quiet pint in Ryde. Ed.

2006 AGM
This year the Club’s Annual General Meeting is being held at 15:00 on Sunday, 3 December.
The AGM timing has been brought forward to 15:00 as the Sunday Club races are being run back-to-back.
The formal notice has been posted in the Clubhouse.
Refreshments and the Club prize giving and will follow the meeting.
The Committee hopes to welcome you there. David Steele

Summer Fair 2006
16 July in the high summer and the Club ran its annual “Event” for new

members.

The main sailing event was a match racing contest in the Club
Feva's, run by Steve Adshead in masterly fashion. Though the
light winds sometimes made the racing a trying experience for
competitors and race officer, Steve kept smiling and the teams
kept racing. The picture shows the winning helm Lilly in action.
Some of the junior and youth members organised a raft-

building project for the juniors. As is often true in life, the girls’ superior organisational
skills soon showed as they paddled to an easy victory over the boys. If they had spent
more time building the raft and less time splashing each other with the paddles they
might have done better but perhaps had less fun. Jo’s pictures are worth several
thousand of my words.
Team Steele was in charge of the sale of sailing gear, members’ unwanted bits and
pieces and a huge mountain of unclaimed lost property. Teassie Steele is a truly steely
saleswoman who could sell ice cubes to Inuits! The team also did a great job promoting
the Club’s shirts and regalia.
There were also a few trade stands, which I think were well received. I hope all who
attended enjoyed the day and felt that it was a friendly introduction to the Club.
I would like to thank all who made it possible. Hopefully next year’s event will be even
better. Hywel Morris
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Blashford Barrel
A View from the Start Hut
Race 1: Fewer than 20 boats, so decided to start Oppies with the big boys. Wind shifting between west and southwest, so
we set a course with several beats in slightly different directions. Wind building gently.
Everybody very shy of the line apart from the Oppies (and it wasn’t the club hotshots!), so well done to them. We put a nice little
chicane around the ODM just after the gybe mark in front of the Race Box. Oh dear, rather too many people did not read the course
board properly – race results littered with DSQ’s – much mirth in the race box. Interestingly all the sailors in the front of the fleet went
the right way. Dave Wilkins nearly forgot but turned on a sixpence to save himself. Paul Watson led the way in his Laser.

Nice little incident in front of the Race Box between a Firefly and a Solo. Our view was that the
Firefly tacked in the Solo’s water and had not completed the tack in time to call starboard. Very
interesting what you can actually see from the shore.
The Oppies enjoyed themselves so much that they kept sailing even after we had finished them.
Eleanor Downie finished 1 second in front of her nearest competitor and was rewarded by being
one of only six to get a result.
Andy Chapman started five minutes late in his (no my) Laser and overtook nearly everyone –
didn’t matter we DSQ’d him as well!
Race 2: Reset the course with no chicane! Wind still building, tried to get some long legs –
seemed OK but needed some longer reaches.
Again no-one over the line but getting better. Same boats featured in the front, but this time
Dave Wilkins led on the water. Again he nearly went the wrong way but made up for his mistake
just in time. A good lesson for everyone, check and double check. Paul chased in vain in the
Laser, but meanwhile Mark Lee sailed consistently fast enough in his Solo to take the race on

corrected time.
Felix sailed down the far side of the lake with about 2 inches of gunwale showing after a capsize. We thought he might need a
periscope by the leeward mark. Andy C (late again) did his catch-up routine, despite two capsizes up the beat, only to break his
mainsheet 200 yards from the finish (last time he borrows my boat). Good performances too from James in the 4.7 and Jo in the Radial
– it took a long time for the bigger rigs to shake them off.
Race 3: More wind, getting very gusty so we put in two or three tight reaches with gybe marks set for best viewing from the Race Box.
Very tight at the top of the leader board between Dave, Paul and Mark.
Better start again, Richard Page right on the line but side on. Amazingly no-one took the obvious chance of putting him over, so he got
clean away. Sadly he then hit a nasty header and fell out of the boat half way up the beat (we enjoyed that!). Big gusts down the first
reaches – absolute carnage at the gybe marks (whoops of delight from those watching!).
Solos and Lasers competed for the synchronised capsize: prize must go to Mark and Rick for a perfectly executed display right in front
of the Race Box. Joking apart it was very gusty and the gusts were coming from south and west, so getting round was no mean
achievement.
Nearly everybody capsized at least once during the race. Both Paul and Mark had costly dips and Dave Wilkins came as close as you
can get with his ‘I’m going to gybe, I’m not going to gybe’ routine in front of the Race Box. But he stayed upright and that was probably
what gave him the win on corrected time.
Overall it couldn’t have been closer with Dave and Paul both finishing with a 3,2,1 scoreline. Dave won based on the best result in the
last race. Both sailed very consistently and comment was made on the excellent boat handling and particularly the work of Dave’s crew
Adele – now known as Mel. The Solo’s of Mark and Rick followed behind. Both sailed very consistently, with our would-be submariners
Felix and Lottie in 5th.
Thanks to all who helped: Quentin in the Race Box, Graham in the RIB and all in the galley.
One note on Race Officer Duty. I understand we need more volunteers. It really can be great fun – we had a right old giggle all day

long, yet hopefully set some testing and
interesting courses. It is not a bad idea to sit
and watch everyone else once in a while –
you learn a lot – how the best guys handle
their boats – keep it flat, keep it fluid. You
also get to see lots of incidents and if it’s not
too windy hear both sides case (often along
with some new and exciting language!) so
great for a quick rules update. Also, the
chances are that when the best wind of the
year comes along it will be my turn to be
PRO again so you will not miss out!
Jonathan BurnsHike harder! We’ll beat ‘em … Yeaah!

Mental note: more breakfast!Mental note: more breakfast


