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Please remember the Club’s AGM is taking place on

SUNDAY 3 DECEMBER
At 15:00 followed by the Club prize giving and refreshments

Features in this issue
7 Lasers
8 Sailability special

10 Toppers
12 Solo 50th
15 Water level

Commodore’s Comments
December brings us the Club’s AGM, when I will have completed my 3 years as Commodore. So these
are my last comments for CentreBoard as Commodore and we look forward to Hywel Morris being voted
in at the AGM as your new Commodore.
The hectic summer activities are now also behind us as the dark evenings put a stop to both Wednesday evening
races, and Sunday racing has now gone into winter mode with just two races, back to back, being run through to
mid December. The sailing programme though, continues with activities throughout all but two weeks of the winter
calendar, and Sunday Club racing commences mid February.

Team Racing at Spinnaker seems to be going into a new phase with the youth and juniors now getting their act together and achieving
success on the circuit. They have a hard act to follow with Spinnaker’s Team Racing world reputation, but with their keen enthusiasm
we may yet have another generation of stars.
I have now had a full season in my new Solo and am just about getting the hang of its new trim requirements though may never beat
the hotshots we now have in our Solo fleet. Having lent my boat to Jamie Lee to do the Solo Nationals he gave my boat the honour of
winning this, and the Champion of Champions Race, I feel I should be doing better. I put it down to my age!
Over the last year we have had little capital expenditure, just the purchase of a Wayfarer for James Burnell to use for instruction, and
have consolidated our financial position following the high capital expenditure of previous years.
Our major expenditure this year was, and hopefully you will have noticed, the felling of the tall fir trees down Ivy Lane. Whether the
wind shadow has been removed is still a matter of debate as the week after the trees were felled we had a westerly wind and though
the wind shadow had dissipated to a certain extent, it would have been ideal for the Race Officer if the shadow had totally disappeared.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the committee members, both Main and Sailing, who have put in so much time and
energy into moving the Club forward into the RYA Champion Club status that we now enjoy, maintaining the RYA standards, and yet
keeping the Club as ‘the friendly family sailing Club in the New Forest’. It is a difficult balancing act to keep all members of the Club
happy, but I believe we have now achieved this with happy cruising members, club racers, and stars on the National and International
circuits.
If I may, I would like to single out specific committee members to whom I have only admiration and many thanks for their input.
Ian Campbell for his guidance and drive as Past Commodore.
David Steele for his precise and indefatigable energy in controlling us all and keeping us all on track within the Club’s Constitution and
Bylaws.
Paul Irons who has provided us with a very full programme of sailing activities and always been on hand to ensure their successes.
Hywel Morris who was always there to support and stand in at a moment’s notice.
Of course we all go to Brenda Jackson if we wish to know anything about the Club, and to Brenda I must say a heartfelt thank you for
all her help over my 3 years as Commodore.
As for James Burnell, well he has been pulled from boat repairs to sailing Instructor, and back again by all members, and I admire his
ability meet the demands of maintaining all our 40 Club boats and still find time to teach with a smile.
Finally I would like to wish the Club and members many successes in the future, and remind everyone that the Club is run and
managed by volunteers. In moving forward the Committees are always seeking ways to improve your Club. Please support your Club
by attending the AGM, and if you would like to help please speak to any Committee member. Brian Watkins

Major events for winter
3 December Spinnaker Club AGM
3 December Prize giving

16 December Topper Icicle Open
1 January New Year’s Day Race
3 February Ladies Team Racing

10 February Wessex Winter Warmer
17 February UKTRA Qualifier
See programme for more details


