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Commodore’s Comments

Only a few weeks ago the
high winds and rain seemed
to have driven everyone
back to their armchairs.
That is until one Sunday the
Club suddenly became so busy
that our perennial parking
problem came back with a
vengeance. However, this has
hopefully been resolved as you
can see in the article in this
CentreBoard issue.
Your Committee members are
constantly looking for ways to
advance the Club forward into
the future, and one of the tools
to aid this is the Club’s
membership of what used to be

called the Blashford Lakes
Consultative Committee, but is
now called The Blashford
Lakes Forum. With this Forum
we can put forward ideas to
improve not only the quality in
the infrastructure of our Lake,
but also be involved in the
future of the other Lakes in the
area around us. Ian Campbell
and I represent the Club at the
Forum and have put forward
quite far-reaching proposals,
which should benefit us. Only
time will tell if we succeed, but
we feel that we must look
forward and work on the basis
of “nothing ventured, nothing
gained”.

Each year the Club is growing,
not only with new members but
also new requirements. We
now employ staff, as you know,
where once volunteers gave
their time to fulfil these duties.
Our payroll is now close to
£40,000 per annum, if one
includes casual labour and
NIC, and legislation brought
about by employing staff,
together with other legal
requirements, covering so
many aspects, such as Health

& Safety, Child Protection,
Insurances, Licences, let alone
maintaining the RYA required
standards of operation, all have
to be put in actively and
effectively by the enthusiastic
band of volunteers who make
up the Committees of the Club.
Thank goodness we are a
friendly and active Club where
volunteers are so keen to help.
The Committee has always
striven to improve the Club’s
facilities, and we are very
grateful to David Steele and
John Noble for the work
enlarging the office at the end
of the Clubhouse, and at the
same time providing us with a
new trophy cabinet, which will
free up more cupboard space
in the bar.

The Committee is also looking
at repairing the potholed
driveway and entrance to the
Club, improving wheelchair
access into the clubhouse, and
new racks for the Optimists.
Many of us are also dreaming
of a new race hut, especially
the Ladies making up the
Wednesday evening Race

Officer duties, as they are
finding it a little chilly at the
moment! One day our dream
will turn into reality.

There are always little, and not
so little jobs which need
attention, If you feel you can
apply any useful expertise,
which could assist the Club,
then please chat to a
committee member, we would
be most grateful for any help.
Many of you will by now have
met and enjoyed the excellent
food now provided by Maggie
Whatton. I can certainly
recommend her excellent
cuisine to all, and hope we will
see Maggie here for many
seasons.
The one new sailing feature in
our calendar this year is the
Monday evening tutor
supported sailing. This has
proved very popular and we
look forward to seeing as many
as possible on Monday
evenings.
Again I look forward to seeing
you all out on the water.
Brian Watkins

Major events for summer
10 June Solo Open
1 July N12 Open
16 July BBQ & Summer Fair

25 June Alice Lisle Cup
25-28 July Oppy Camp
30 July Blashford Barrel

31 July-3 August Topper Camp
See programme for more details

Holiday Courses

Week-long activity courses are now available to book for
boys and girls aged 8 to 14.

Activities include: Sailing, powerboating, raft building and
other games.

Course dates:

Monday 7 August – Friday 11 August
Monday 14 August – Friday 19 August
Monday 21 August – Friday 25 August
Monday 28 August – Friday 1 September

Course cost: £ 175 per person

For further details contact James Burnell by email
burnelljamesgd@hotmail.com or telephone 07914 249877
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Editor’s comments
In our world of sailing time moves on rapidly. Yet there is as much retention and revival as there is innovation.
2006 marks a number of anniversaries, reminding us that ‘old’ is not necessarily passé. The first Round the Island was held 75 years
and is going from strength to strength. This newsletter describes the celebrations in the National Twelve Class for its 70 years of
development. Restricted classes like the Fireflies have turned 60, and Solos 50 years of age and show every sign of moving forward.

In a couple of years Spinnaker Club will also be preparing to recognise its own 50th anniversary of success in so many domains.
I hope that readers will find this ‘late-est’ issue of CentreBoard informative and enjoyable, despite the fact that, as some may think, it
has been years in development! Ed.

Cover picture
PRYC enjoy winter racing at Spinnaker.

While their own lake was emptied for maintenance
work, the members of Poole Radio Controlled Yacht

Club were grateful to be able to hold their Winter
Series on our lake. Ed.

Contact John Trimmer, PRYC.
Photos: Mike Millard www.mikemillard.com

Info: www.rclaser.org.uk

Spinnaker Volvo Champion Club
Paul Irons, Brian Watkins and
James Burnell met with Chris
Atherton, the RYA High
Performance Manager for the South
zone at the Club on 29 March to
review our initial 12 months as a
Volvo Champion Club.
The main purpose of the meeting was to look at what the Club has
been doing in terms of fostering a good environment for the
development of Junior and Youth sailors.
We are pleased to report that Chris was very happy with what we
have been doing and particularly keen to hear how James was
getting on. It was noted that for the 2005/6 winter period we had
more sailors in the RYA zone squads than ever before and an
increasing number in National and Youth squads, which follow on
from where the Zone squads leave off.

Well done to all those who have been instrumental in getting us to
where we are, and at the risk of missing somebody, in particular I
would like to thank Ravi Gill-Taylor, Graham Wallis, Ian Downie,
Steven Butterfield, Peter May, Tom Clay and of course James for
their enthusiasm and commitment to Youth and Junior racing at
the Club and beyond.
Chris Atherton said: “It is good to see that the Club is continually
introducing young people to our sport of sailing and racing. The
junior fleets continue to thrive and if I may, I would like to suggest
that the new Regional Development Officer should visit your club
as a Volvo Champion Club, and a model of good practice”.

Further to this Simon Potts has agreed to co-ordinate our
communication with Volvo as part of this arrangement, and hope
that this may bear some tangible fruits in future. If anyone has any
suggestions as to how this might be developed to our mutual
advantages, please get in touch with him. Paul Irons

Steve sweeps Supernovas

Spinnaker Helm Wins Supernova Inland Championships 2006
The 2006 Inland Championships were held at the beautiful and spacious
Blithfield Sailing Club, near Litchfield, on 6/7 May.
35 keen Supernova helms turned out for the event, which was held in
extremely variable and trying conditions.
The standard of sailing was very high with the current Phantom, Kestrel and
Supernova national champions in attendance.

Despite carrying an extremely painful injury to his right wrist, Stephen Broom scored a 1st, two 2nds
and a 4th, with a 5th as his discard, to win the championship and bring the honours back to
Spinnaker Club.
Supernova builders, Hartley Laminates, sponsored the very generous prizes. Colin Broom
Supernova statistics: Length: 4.3m, beam: 1.5m, weight: 62.5kg, sail area: 8 sq.m, PY1063. Second hand: £ 2,000 plus.
More info: www.supernovadinghy.org


