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Commodore’s Comments

Spring is in the air and the world is full of possibilities. For the team racers the season is over, but for
the rest of us things are just beginning.

There are lots of changes to report.

Our loyal and long serving Club administrator, Brenda Jackson, is retiring on 18th April. | hope as many of you
as possible will come to the first evening pursuit race of the season on that day and stay on to wish her well (See
separate article).

Our new caterers, Amy’s Kitchen, are starting that evening (See separate article) and so it should be a special
event.

James Burnell, our popular and effective Senior Instructor, is leaving us in June for pastures new. He was our first full time Senior
Instructor and has helped the Club to modernise and progress. We wish him well in his new adventure.

The Club is therefore actively looking for a new SI/Bosun and we will let you know as soon as we have further details.

Spinnaker has joined the “On Board” initiative run by the RYA to encourage children from non-sailing families into the sport. The RYA
will be visiting local schools to promote sailing and publicise the Club. We will need volunteers to help with this worthwhile scheme.

Oppie and Topper training starts in May and then the Club will really be buzzing on Sunday mornings.
We have just acquired a “nearly new” flight of 6 Firefly dinghies to replace the blue and yellow boats.
Whether you race, cruise, learn, train or just socialise at the Club, | wish you an enjoyable and successful season and look forward to

seeing you at the club this year. Hywel Morris

o=
=

’

AMY'S KITCHEN

Tricia and Paul Harper of The Old Cottage Restaurant,
Ringwood, will be bringing Amy’s Kitchen to Spinnaker Club
from 18 April 2007

Major events for spring Features in this issue
18 April  Wed race & evening pursuit start 2 Oppy page

28 April  Topper Open
29 April  Greyfriars Cup Farewell Brenda

4

6 May  Summer Sunday Series starts 6 New catering
7
9

7 May  Supervised Monday sailing starts lan’s generations

9 June Solo Open
17 June Alice Lisle Cup Laser page

15July  Summer Fair & Endurance Race 10 Solo page
See programme for more details 12 Cover Story

Full Colour
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Spinnaker Optimists

VOLVO

147 N 2 Optimist Inlands May 2006 to Selections 2007 ot PR

Braassemermeer, 7 April 2007

The Spinnaker Optimists have had a busy year on the road, which is the reason for the relative lack of articles in Centreboard, as their
parents have had the occasional weekend off, to see each other and other members of their families.

This report is brought to you by Ravi and Graham who are currently on the ferry crossing to Holland for the annual Easter Regatta at
Braassemermeer.

The Optimist year sees 3 major events, which count toward the sailors’ annual rankings. These are the Inlands, Nationals and End of
Seasons.

In addition to that, the top ranked sailors get to sail in the Selections (April/May) to compete for places in the GBR teams to sail at the
Worlds, Euros and French Nationals and an invitational event in Naples.

The year started in May at the Inlands held at Grafham Water. The regatta was sailed in gentle shifty conditions with 6 races over 2
days. Spinnaker was well represented by 5 sailors, Tarra (22), Matt (44), Scott (48), Josh (163), and Pippa (210) out of 218 sailors.

During the summer, Spinnaker sailors represented the Club on the South Coast Circuit, with meetings at Lymington, Warsash and
Hayling. The highlights from this included Tarra wining the highest placed U12 IOCA Southern Prize and Matt coming 3rd at Hayling
Island.

After the early summer months all started to prepare for the National Championships, held in the first week of August at Pwllheli. This is
a great place for a week of sailing, especially with its lovely sandy beach. Tarra, Matt, Scott, Josh sailed in the Junior Fleet, Pippa
sailed in the Senior Fleet. Both the Downies, Joseph Burns and Nathalie Irons sailed in the Regatta Fleet. The Nationals were pretty
windy, with planning conditions and fairly large waves.

Tarra and Matt did well in the big stuff, coming consistently near the front of the 120-boat Junior Fleet. Tarra finished 6th overall with
Matt 8th, a superb achievement by both of them and a major boost to their rankings. Scott and Josh are both smaller and lighter and
didn't fair quite so well, but still sailed well and enjoyed the week.

Following on from the Nationals Tarra and Matt went straight to Kinsale to sail in the Irish Nationals as part of the 15-member junior
GBR Team. All the families had an excellent holiday, with typical Irish hospitality of scones, jam and Guinness in the morning after the
sailors had launched. Tarra finished 16th with Matt 18th and Scott 33rd. Josh Potts sailed well at the inaugural Cardiff Bay Open.

The Autumn is always very busy with Open meetings, including the Spinnaker Open at which Matt was 2nd, and Poole Youth Regatta
at which Scott triumphed over the other Spinnaker sailors, recording an excellent 22nd. Nathalie gained the podium in the Regatta
Fleet in which Joseph Burns sailed.

The Random Pairs Team Racing is an event held at Spinnaker over a weekend in September. Run by the slick, well-oiled machine of
the Spinnaker team racing management group, this has become one of the favourite events of the year for Oppy sailors. 38 sailors
were randomly paired together by Mike Greenland to race in 2-boat team racing. The team with the last boat to finish loses. After many
races the top 5 sailors were selected to represent GBR at the Opti Team Cup championships in Berlin at the end of October, this
included Tarra.

The EOS were held in October at Rutland and saw a mixture of conditions: very windy on the Saturday and lighter on the Sunday. After
a moderate Saturday, Matt sailed to a 2nd, 6th and 4th on Sunday to finish 25th, Tarra 27th, Scott 120 and Josh 158 out of 220 sailors.
In windy conditions Joseph came an excellent 6th with Nathalie 22nd in the regatta fleet of 66 sailors.

The rankings at the end of the year are used to decide the places in the training squads. Tarra and Matt both qualified comfortably for
the National Squad with rankings of 11th and 16th. Scott, Josh, Nathalie and Pippa all qualified for the South Zone Squad. All the
squads have spent the winter months travelling all over the place and sailing in very strong winds. So they're all revved up for the new
season.

So here we are, on the ferry to Braassemermeer, which should be loads of fun. Both of us are looking forward to meeting the kids and
their parents on a number of Sunday morning sessions at Spinnaker.

You are very welcome to ask us about the training that is available from local open level through to the squad systems and onwards. In
conjunction with Simon Potts and our partners, we are hoping to run a few informal sessions on the Sunday mornings covering starting
on the open circuit, what is needed to sail in an Oppy and how to set up an Oppy for racing.

Graham Walllis and Ravi Gill @

Club Info, Results,
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Chernobyl Children Sailing Sundays

Each year groups of children from Chernobyl and Belarus enjoy a day of fun
afloat at Spinnaker.

The Silver Birch Link has invited a group to Ringwood from 17 June to 15 July.
Their Sailing Sunday is set for Sunday, 8th July, starting at 14:00. If you feel you
can spare a little time to help on the water or ashore, please contact Peter
Harper or the Office. Ed.

Editor's comments

Communication is the name of the game these days and Spinnaker is no exception.

Last season’s Spinnaker Club Survey shows that a good number of members like to view CentreBoard on-line, appreciating the
convenience of the full colour PDF format. The layout is simplified for ease of reading and scrolling.

The Club’s committees make great efforts to ensure that members are kept well infformed and up-to-date. It's no easy task when faced
with circumstances like events having to be cancelled unexpectedly. The Club Forum (formerly the Bulletin Board) is an attempt to
address this problem online. The Weather Station accessible online is being constantly fine-tuned to provide instant local info. The Club
Survey is designed to communicate with members as much as to garner information from them. Ed.

Brenda Jackson

Brenda officially quits the keyboard at the Office on 22 April.
An informal presentation is planned for the evening of Wednesday, 18 April.
So even if you do not plan to race be sure to join the many members who will be there to wish Brenda and Geoff au revoir.
18 April also features this year's first Wednesday afternoon and evening pursuit racing and the inauguration of

AMY'S KITCHEN

Summer Fair 2007

The Big Event of the summer is coming. Keep the day free.

There will be novelty races, stalls and tabletop sale of used sailing gear. There will even be an exceptionally green recycling of last
year's lost property. Don't miss this exciting opportunity to acquire a purple wet suit boot to almost match the one of a pair that came
back with you from the Laser open at Bosham in 2004.

We hope to have Mr. Simon “BBQ” Walworth at the grills to provide lunch. If you are a new member in 2007 even the food is free!
And when is this date?

15 July 2007

Of course
Keep it free so you can come and join in the fun! Hywel Morris

Club Online
Forum at
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50 years of Spinnaker Club

When Dr Holman founded the Club in 1958 he probably had no idea
of how successful it would become.

To celebrate the 50th Anniversary year we are planning some very special
events.

I hope to have some definite plans for the next issue of Centreboard. But if
you have strong ideas on what we should be doing please let me know.
Even better if you are interested in helping to organise the celebrations then
please get in touch with me.

I think we should really celebrate this milestone in the club’s history. Hywel A e
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Morris commodore@spinnakerclub.co.uk nCE- NS

John Noble carefully crafted the new trophy cabinet
The board lists Club Commodores since 1958

Brenda Jackson retires

Most members must now know that after four years as the Club’s Administrator, Brenda Jackson, leaves
this month, and will be spending much of her time in France with Geoff.

Brenda has been a member since the early eighties as | recall, when Fireflies were the most active dinghies on the
lake and the Nationals attracted a very large enthusiastic group, mainly made up of families from Spinnaker.

Brenda became the Club’s Administrator in 2002 after the Committee at that time realised that the job of Club
Membership Secretary had become too large and onerous for a volunteer and there were many other duties that
could be performed by a part-time Administrator.

Not only is Brenda our Administrator, she is also very keenly involved in the running of the Team Racing and Wednesday evening
racing. She is a leading light on the finish line in Rose Cottage for the Team Racing and mainstay of the ladies in the race hut who run
the Wednesday evening racing.

Brenda will be greatly missed as she performed all her duties with such enthusiasm and
efficiency. It did not stop just in her office, but extended voluntarily to supervising the
galley and bar, as well as being front-of-house, meeting and greeting potential new
members. If anybody wants to know anything about the Club, whether it be a Committee
member or Club member — just ask Brenda! She has the answer!

Brenda was originally planning to leave last September, as no doubt many members
know, but her replacement was unfortunately unable to join us to take up her position.
Brenda very kindly offered to continue through to April, for which we are exceedingly
grateful, not least because membership renewal is the busiest time of the year for the
Office.

We are therefore actively seeking Brenda’s replacement and should have the new
incumbent with us shortly.

We could always rely on Brenda who has always been cheerful and efficient and will be
greatly missed.

There will be a presentation on 18 April, the first of this year's Wednesday evening racing
in the calendar, when our new caterer’s, Amy'’s Kitchen, also commence their duties.

| don't think any of us have actually seen Brenda sailing, yet she has always supported
Club activities and the Club with so much enthusiasm.

Brenda'’s tireless involvement with Team Racing and Club work was recognised in 2003
when she and husband Geoff jointly received the RYA Community Award for their
services to Team Racing and the Club.

We shall all miss Brenda and wish her a very long and happy retirement with Geoff.
Brian Watkins

On-line Weather
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New Boat Racks

The Club has replaced 7 of the old unserviceable Optimist/
Topper/Canoe racks.

These had collapsed or were on the point of collapsing. We have
retained the best 3 older racks. 9 new racks have been generously
supplied, heavily subsidised, by Peter Watkins to whom the Club is
most grateful. Solo sailors are so nice!

Each of these racks hold 8 small boats, predominately Optimists and
Toppers, and with 2 extra racks we now have spaces for a further 16
Optimists. - — -
The new racks are galvanised and so should last longer and a rubber mat covering has been put on each bar for boat protection. This
rubber mat protection should effectively support your boat without any chaffing or damage. The Club would ask that Members do not
further protect the bars by putting carpeting or other fabrics on the beams as these absorb and hold moisture, which eventually will
cause rusting and deterioration of the racks.

Optimist owners, please always place your Oppy upside down. We have been aware that some Members have placed their boats hull
down and this has trapped water in the boat (even when covered) which is then holding tens of gallons of water weighing a couple of
hundred kilos and causing boat damage, as well as putting an extra strain on the racking.

Allocation of rack spaces will be given principally by frequency of boat use. Brian Watkins

Year Books

The Spinnaker Club Year Book has undergone a major facelift.
A lot of work has been put in to make it an even more useful reference book for anyone using or thinking of using Spinnaker Club.
It was decided to separate this annual publication into two components: the Year Book itself and a Supplement.

The first component, the Year Book, which in future years will be sent out on renewal, contains answers to most FAQ'’s with
comprehensive details about the Club, its activities, rules, tips and advice and plenty more.

The second component, the Supplement, has all the information about members, also listed by dinghy class, that was previously
included in the Year Book. This Supplement will go out slightly later in the season.

In future this means that we can send you the Year Book itself earlier in the season. It also means that the Year Book can be given to
prospective new members while maintaining existing members’ privacy.

I hope that you like the new look and agree that the Year Book and Supplement form an essential source of information. | think it will
help you to get the most out of your Club membership.

Please keep it handy for future reference. Hywel Morris
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The Club’s database does a fine job of managing membership data.

However, it only feeds on the information that it is given. So it is important to inform the Club of any changes affecting your membership
particulars. To keep the computer’s records up-to-date please write to the Administrator by email or letter as soon as possible with any
changes in postal address, telephone number and email address. Communicating your information in handwritten or verbal form may
result in errors being fed into the system. Ed.

News Years Day Race 2007

Much to most people’s surprise New Years Day arrived with bright sunshine and a pleasant breeze.
Race Officer Mark Lee was able to set a satisfying course with a nice long beat and no nasty surprises.

After Phil Brown had demonstrated his expertise in doggy paddle, the 12 competing boats made a clean start. lan Campbell was first
round the windward mark. lan kept his lead until the last lap when Matt Reid managed to get past and then raced away to be first over
the finish line.

After the race contestants were refuelled with mince pies and mulled wine thanks to the hard working Lee family.
I think that all the contestants had a great race and it was a treat to see such a good turnout. Hywel Morris

1% Junior & 2™ overall Matt Reid (Laser) 1% Senior lan Campbell (Solo)
2" Junior Matt Hall (Oppy) 2" Senior Richard Marshall (Laser)
3" Junior James Hall (Topper) 3" Senior Phil Brown (Laser)
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